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myGrandValley.ca           &         @myGrandValley

Sermon Big Idea
Often people think that Christianity is patriarchal, and old-fashioned
in its views on gender and leadership in the church. But as we learned
on Sunday, the teachings of scripture are constantly and consistently
moving toward equality in church leadership. 
 
Under the New Covenant that Jesus Christ began, leadership and
authority in the church is determined by spiritual gifts, not gender.
 
Discussion Questions

Bible Study 101: Pastor Brian talked about needing to look at
scripture and understanding it from the eyes of the original
audience. Why is this important to interpreting scripture?
Bible Study 101: What is the difference between a Descriptive and
a Prescriptive passage of scripture? Why does this distinction
matter? How do we tell which one is which?
In the New Testament, there are passages that describe how
Jesus treated women, and what they did to advance the gospel
(Luke 10:38-42, Romans 16:7, Acts 18:26, and Romans 16:1-2).
What do these passage tell us about the early church?
To the women in the room: Have you ever been made to feel 'less'
or told that you were unable to serve because of your gender? 
 Please share your stories, and what you think the church could
have done differently.
How can we take steps to encourage and help people develop
their spiritual giftings in our church? How will you do this
personally?
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Scripture Passages
 
Deuteronomy 24:1-2
This law gave women the right
to remarry instead of facing
death, slavery, or poverty
 
Lk 10:38-42, 
Jesus allowed Mary to sit with
his disciples at his feet.
 
Rom 16:1,7, & Acts 18:26 
Women who made
contributions to spreading the
gospel.
 
1 Tim 2:11-12 & 3:1-2
Paul gave instructions to
Timothy that were specific to
the church in Ephesus
 
Galatians 3:26-29
All followers of Jesus are equal
before Christ in the New
Covenant.


