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Sermon Big Idea
We can study and know about God, but if we want to experience the
abundant and life changing love of God in tangible ways, we have to
move beyond knowledge and into an intimate relationship with God.
It's impossible to have an intimate relationship with God without
prayer. Prayer is communicating with God, sharing with him what is
going on in our lives, and learning to listen as God speaks and guides
us closer toward him. 
 
Discussion Questions

Have you ever had a time when praying about a situation brought
comfort and helped you to recognize God's presence with you. Can you
share your experience with the group?
Prayer has the ability to transform and shape our hearts, bringing us
more in tune with God. Have you ever had a time where praying about
something brought about a change in your own perspective or choices?
Pastor Brian talked about various ways that God can choose to answer
prayer. They are: through scripture, through other people, promptings of
the Holy Spirit, the quiet voice, the audible voice, pictures, visions, and
dreams. Have you ever experienced one of these ways of God speaking
before? How open are you to hearing God speak through these ways?
Discernment and confirmation are important steps to understand and
know that what you've heard truly is from God. How can you go about
discerning and confirming how God has answered a prayer? Who could
you talk to about this?
What can you do to make prayer a daily or continual habit? What is your
current practice and what would you like it to become?
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Scripture Passages
 
1 John 4:9-10
John writes to a group of
churches reminding them of
how incredible God's love is.
 
1 Peter 5:7 & Philippians 4:6
Peter and Paul instruct the early
church to pray about absolutely
everything. 
 
Matthew 6:5-13
Jesus teaches about prayer and
gives an example format that
we can follow when we pray.
 
John 10:4
Jesus tells us that his sheep (his
followers) can learn to hear his
voice and follow him.


