
Supernatural Gifts 
Week 4: Tongues & Interpretation 

 
Sermon Big Idea: Tongues and Interpretation are often misunderstood or misapplied in the 
church, but when they are used properly in healthy ways, they powerfully display God’s desire 
for a deep relationship with us. 
 
Definitions  
● The gift of Tongues allows one to “speak, worship, or pray in a language unknown to the 

speaker.” Definition by Bruce Bugbee. 
○ The gift of tongues is further divided into speaking unknown human languages (Acts 

2), or speaking the heavenly language of God (1 Corinthians 12-14).  
○ The heavenly language of God can be used for Adorative purposes (worship and 

expressing deep love for God) or for Authoritative purposes (communicating 
messages from God for a group).  

○ The Authoritative use of Tongues always requires the gift of interpretation. 
● The Gift of Interpretation is the “ability to spontaneously respond to a giving of an 

authoritative message in tongues by interpreting this word and clearly communicating the 
message given.” Definition by J. Robert Clinton.  

 
Scripture Passages 
● Acts 2:1-6 - Holy Spirit arrives and empowers Christians to speak over 15 foreign 

languages so that the message of Jesus is communicated. 
● Genesis 11:1-9 - God scatters and divides humanity by giving them different languages at 

the Tower of Babel 
● 1 Corinthians 11:17 - Corinthian church is causing more harm than good. 
● 1 Corinthians 14:2, 14:27-28, 14:33, - Paul’s instructions about the gift of tongues 
● 1 Corinthians 10:23-24 - Discern what is good and beneficial 

 
Life Group Discussion Questions 

1. Has anyone in your group seen or experienced the gift of tongues being used. Was your 
experience positive or negative? Can you explain why? 

2. Based on the instructions Paul gave to the Corinthian church, how were the christians of 
Corinth using the gift of tongues improperly? 

3. Read Genesis 11:1-9 and Acts 2:1-12. What parallels can you see between these two 
passages? What is God healing and restoring with the arrival of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2? 

4. What is the distinction between the Adorative and the Authoritative use of the gift of 
Tongues when speaking Heavenly languages?  

5. Read 1 Corinthians 14:27-28. Why is Interpretation so important for Paul?  



6. Read 1 Corinthians 10:23-24. How can we apply this instruction to the way we gather on 
Sundays as a church? How do we make sure that what is good for us personally does not 
cause harm or confusion for someone else? 

7. Does anyone in your group identify with the gift of tongues or the gift of interpretation? Take 
the time to pray for people with these gifts. Can your group commit to allowing these people 
the freedom to learn and grow in their gift within your life group? 

8. If someone in your group identifies with a previous spiritual gift from this series or the 
previous “Giver and Users” series, take the time to pray for each person to receive 
confirmation and to grow in their identified spiritual gift(s). 


