
Giver & Users 
Week 3: Word Gifts 

 
Series Big Idea:  God has given spiritual gifts to every follower of Jesus, but for many of us 
these gifts are unwrapped and unexplored. How can we help each other discover their spiritual 
gifts and their unique role in serving one another? 
 
Sermon Big Idea: Word gifts shape the church by revealing who God is, what he desires, and 
what his greater mission is.  
 
Scripture Passages 

● Ephesians 4:1-12 - Paul instructs the Ephesian church about Spiritual Gifts 
● 1 Corinthians 12:28 - Listing of Spiritual Gifts 
● Romans 12:6-8 - Listing of Spiritual Gifts 
● 1 Thess 5:11 - Paul tells a whole church to encourage each other 
● Exodus 18:13-26 - Jethro visits Moses when the Israelites are in the dessert. 

 
Strengthening Word Gifts 

- Encouragement: Providing courage and, if necessary, correction so that others can go 
deeper in their relationship with God.  

- Shepherding: Ability to provide long-term spiritual care for a group of people so that 
they will continually grow in their relationship with Jesus Christ. 

- Leading: This gift draws people together and leads them toward God’s purpose and 
mission. (Often Focused on decision making) 

Proclamation Word Gifts 
- Teaching: The ability to reveal scripture to others for the purpose of training, equipping, 

and discipling. 
- Evangelism: The special ability to communicate the Good News of Jesus in relevant 

ways to people who do not know Jesus yet. 
- Apostleship: A distinct leadership gift focused on creating new opportunities and new 

endeavours for the Kingdom of God. 
 
Life Group Discussion Questions 

1. Read Ephesians 4:1-6. What are the required characteristics for all of us in how we live 
out our spiritual gifts? Why is character so important for spiritual gifts? 

2. Review the three spiritual gifts in the Strengthening category: Encouragement, 
Shepherding, and Leading. What stood out to you about each of the gifts? 

a. How could you teach yourself to live out the gifts that you do not have as a 
spiritual gift?  

3. Review the three spiritual gifts in the Proclamation category: Teaching, 
Evangelism,and Apostleship. What stood out to you about each of the gifts? 



a. How could you teach yourself to live out the gifts that you do not have as a 
spiritual gift?  

4. As you learned about and discussed these six spiritual gifts, is there one (or more than 
one) that resonates with you that you might have?  

5. Is there someone in your Life Group who you think displays a gift that they may not have 
recognized in themself yet? 

6. If you feel like you might have a Word gift, pray for each other to have opportunities to 
grow in your gift and live it out.  

7. If you feel like you might not have a Word gift, pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal your 
spiritual gifts as we continue this series. 


